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The Town of Avon Transit in Avon, Colo., is the first customer for Optima Bus Corp.'s new hybrid

bus.

The order for five Opus ISE Series Hybrid Low-floor buses, with options for 10 more buses, is

valued at $7.5 million.

"Avon wants to be a leader in protecting

the environment and lowering our

dependence on fossil fuels," said Dan

Higgins, fleet manager for the Town of

Avon, in a statement.

Optima announced development of the

hybrid-electric bus last year. The bus

looks like a convention bus but uses its

internal combustion engine to generate

electricity that powers the electric

motors that make up the drivetrain.

The prototype bus will undergo

certification testing starting in June at

the Pennsylvania Transportation

Institute at Penn State University. That program tests new bus models for the Federal Transit

Administration.

Town of Avon Transit will receive its buses once that testing is complete.
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